Hosted by Los Angeles Basin SAS User Group (LABS), www.labsug.org
Sheraton Los Angeles Downtown Hotel at Macy’s West Plaza
Friday, June 27, 2008

Meeting Agenda
(Session abstracts follow the meeting agenda)

LABS is going green this year, and won’t be printing out handouts of the
presentations. Links to papers have been provided by most of the authors

on the website. Print out any presentations you may be interested in and want to
have at the meeting.

9 AM Registration, Continental Breakfast & Networking
Networking with your local SAS Community
10 AM The Dangers and Wonders of Statistics Using SAS?
AnnMaria DeMars, USC, Information Technology Services

11 AM Coders' Corner
Three 10-Minute Presentations by LA Basin Speakers
11:30 AM Celebrating the SAS User--A History of the Partnership between

SAS and Its User Community
Kathy Council, VP Publications, SAS Institute Inc.
12:30 PM Round Table Lunches & Announcements
Kim LeBouton, Independent Consultant, KIL Computing
1:30 PM Find Out What You’re Missing: SAS Enterprise Guide for SAS
Programmers
Mike Porter, Senior Developer Enterprise Guide, SAS Institute Inc.
2:30 PM SAS Fundamentals For Survey Data Processing
Renato G. Villacorte, Vice-President, Information Systems, Fairbank, Maslin,
Maulin & Associates
3:30 PM ODS for PRINT, REPORT, and TABULATE
Lauren Haworth, Associate Director, Genentech, Inc.
4:30 PM Closing & Final Give-a-ways
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Session Abstracts

The Dangers and Wonders of Statistics Using SAS?
AnnMaria DeMars, USC, Information Technology Services

Over the past twenty-five years, due to improvements in statistical software capabilities, it has
become increasingly easy to obtain output for complex statistical procedures. Unfortunately, this
does not mean that statistical analysis has become easier. Common problems occur when
analysts proceed without getting to intimately know the data. These include failing to
accommodate for sampling methods, overlooking data entry errors, incorrect distributional
assumptions and just plain poor measurement.

This presentation will address how to use extremely common SAS procedures for meeting your
statistical needs both right and right away. Topics covered include:

e How to explore almost everything using PROC CORR
e The G in PROC GLM really does stand for “General”, and
e Not-quite-all of non-parametric statistics

For those who are not called on to use statistics on a daily basis, this presentation will provide a
good basis for conducting statistical analyses that make sense to both you and your audience.
For those who have forgotten more statistics than most people will ever know, this presentation
will serve to remind them of important points and why they needed to learn (and remember) those
to begin with.

Coders' Corner
Three 10-Minute Presentations by LA Basin Speakers

1. Spring Cleaning Weblogs
Alex Martinez, Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, & Associates

As a SAS programmer you should know that there are a few sly methods, such as the colon and
ampersand modifiers that can be used to quickly read in untraditional files, such as web logs. By
accompanying these sly methods with the powerful "SCAN" function you can perform tasks with
incredible efficiency. In this paper, | will introduce and demonstrate the application of these time
saving methods.

2. Use of SAS® PROCS in Survival Analysis
Lida Gharibvand, PhD Student, Department of Statistics, UCR

Survival analysis involves the modeling of time-to-event data whereby death or failure is
considered an "event". The graphic presentation of survival analysis is a significant tool which
facilitates clear understanding of the underlying events. Two SAS ® PROCS, LIFETEST and
PHREG can generate some of the survival analysis plots using the ODS Graphics option in
version 9.1.3. In this paper, | will demonstrate the features of estimated hazard function, survival
function, and cumulative martingale residual plots using ODS graphics. The cumulative residuals
from PROC PHREG are used to investigate functional form error of covariate and validates of the
proportion hazard function.

3. Picture Formats for Statistical Tables
Iva Maclennan, RAND Corp.

A simple technique for using PICTURE formats with statistical results. For example, to print the
mean of a 0-1 variable, say 0.572, as 57.2%.
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Celebrating the SAS User--A History of the Partnership between SAS and Its User
Community
Kathy Council, VP Publications, SAS Institute Inc.

Celebrating the SAS User - A history of the partnership between SAS and its user community
Since 1986, SAS has grown from its beginnings as a "statistical analysis system" to becoming the
world's largest privately-held software company. SAS is the leading business intelligence
provider, with software installed at more than 44,000 sites in 108 countries. With this success
came the challenge of sustaining close customer relationships while extending operations
globally.

On the anniversary of its 3 decades of being a company, Jim Goodnight, president and CEO of
SAS, said to all SAS employees, "When we started 30 years ago...we had a solid customer base
to build from. Many of these customers are still SAS customers today. Frankly, it's that focus on
the customer that has allowed us to get as far as we have for as long as we have..." He
challenged all employees "...to build on our success, always focus on the customer and make our
30th year our best ever." And we did.

This focus on the customer continues to be the mantra for all of us at SAS. And because we
listen, we have developed very close relationships with you. We listen to you via many channels,
and that knowledge feeds back to all departments at SAS including R&D, Publications, Education
and Technical Support.

To show our appreciation for your valuable feedback, we even reward users for their contributions
with the annual User Feedback and Enterprise Intelligence Awards.

In this presentation, you will hear stories of how SAS has improved its software and services by
listening carefully to what you have to say. You will learn how SAS focuses on maintaining good
customer relationships that improve customer satisfaction and loyalty -- even in tough economic
times. And every indicator points to an even stronger future: after 30 consecutive years of growth
and profitability, SAS continues to be acclaimed as an outstanding employer, vendor and
corporate citizen.

Find Out What You’re Missing: SAS Enterprise Guide for SAS Programmers
Mike Porter, Senior Developer Enterprise Guide, SAS Institute Inc.

If the techniques you have been using to do your job for 20 years are still working, what’s your
incentive to change? Learn about the productivity gains that you can enjoy when you add SAS
Enterprise Guide to your SAS programming toolbox. You will see how to perform old tasks in a
new way as well as how to accomplish some tasks that would be have been very difficult — if not
impossible — without the benefit of an integrated tool like SAS Enterprise Guide. Plus, stay tuned
for a candid discussion of SAS features that don’t work so well from within SAS Enterprise Guide.
The content of this paper is adapted from SAS for Dummies, by Stephen McDaniel and Chris
Hemedinger, updated with new programmer-friendly features from SAS Enterprise Guide 4.2.

SAS Fundamentals For Survey Data Processing
Renato G. Villacorte, Vice-President, Information Systems, Fairbank, Maslin, Maulin &
Associates

This paper offers several programming solutions to problems and challenges that commonly
confront survey researchers. Arrays and Do Loops are presented as methods to handling data
cleaning and transforming. Proc Freq, Tabulate, and Means are demonstrated for elementary
analyses. Lastly, Formatting techniques are used to improve analyses and enhance the clarity of
output. A number of advanced techniques are also demonstrated for more experienced
programmers.
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ODS for PRINT, REPORT, and TABULATE
Lauren Haworth, Associate Director, Genentech, Inc.

For most procedures in the SAS system, the only way to change the appearance of the output is
to change or modify the ODS style definition. There are three exceptions: REPORT, TABULATE,
and PRINT. These procedures allow you to change the output style attributes on the fly when the
output is generated. With these three procedures, you can create almost any type of tabular
report. Add in the extra control over style attributes, and you have a reporting pow-erhouse. This
presentation will show how to change the fonts, col-ors, and alignment of your output. You will
also learn how to use formats to highlight key results in special colors and use images in table
headings.



